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Basic elements of Flowing: 

Flowing is simply detailed note taking of what is being said in a debate and 

sometimes even more importantly by whom.  

 In order to properly master flowing you will first have to learn to write arguments 

in thin columns. You will have to listen for the claim, warrant, and impact of your 

opponent’s arguments and write down what they say in personalized short-hand (in 

your own style). When flowing, one may use math signs or any other type of 

abbreviation. You must be trained to not attempt to write down every word, but to 

listen carefully so that you can hear and identify the claim, warrant, and impact of 

each argument and quickly enough to write it down. 

Remember: 

Flowing can make or break your debate round. It is really important to practice 

flowing as much as you can.  

Example: 

 

 


